Bleeding problems in patients with liver disease. Ways to manage the many hepatic effects on coagulation.
Liver disease is associated with a wide variety of abnormalities of the coagulation system and often with severe bleeding. Knowledge of the effects of liver disease and its complications on the various clotting factors may be useful in differential diagnosis. Therapy is difficult but should be approached in a stepwise fashion, with attention to the potential hazards of each intervention. The coagulation system and its interrelationship with liver function can be complex. To ensure the best care of patients with liver disease and bleeding, primary care physicians should not hesitate to enlist the assistance of specialists in clotting disorders and a reliable coagulation laboratory.